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Panchanan a gram devata from the village of Harishpur, Nadia, Longitudes -23º24’08" N-

23º24’07" N (23.4019717ºN), Latitudes 88º26’48" E-88º26’49" E(88.4468313ºE) revels plurality of 

Indic faith. Generally, Panchanan has Pingala Jata, Digambar, red complextion. His Dhyana refer him 

as, ÒÒÂ¢¿æÙÙ¢×ãæÎðß¢Úž·¤ß‡æZçÎ»•ÕÚ¢¤ÓÓ. However, recently exploring in Nadia, I cameacross 

Harishpur.  

The idol of Harishpurhas one of such unique iconography of Panchanan (it is recently placed). It 

is white camphor in colour and clam in nature, with five heads. However, it should be remembered the 

characteristics of the deity haven’t been changed. He is a deity of perilous force remain outside the 

settlement. In some place he is worship in form of Shivling as well as in form of mound under a 

bayanan tree.  

In Tantra shiva is referred as Rudra. Iconography of PanchananatHarishpur is influenced from 

Rudrayamal.In tantra Bhairava of Mahadurga is Nilkanta. BhairavaNilkanta has same features like 

Panchanan. Now question arrive,does folk deity were influenced from Tantra?/Tantra also influenced 

the folk deity? 
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– 
Harishpur is situated in Krishnagar-I, Krishnanagar, Simultala, Harishpur, Chamta Camp, Nadia, 

West Bengal, India (In), Pin Code:-741101. Longitudes -23º24’08" N-23º24’07" N (23.4019717ºN), 

Latitudes 88º26’48" E-88º26’49" E(88.4468313ºE). 
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However, in Bengal Panchanan has unique iconography which has correlation with Vedic Rudra. 

Rudra is an atmospheric destructive furious god in Vedic fold. Sayana described the word Rudra from 

the “RUD” means to cry, while interpretating the “one who makes Agni (fire) cry (ÚôÏæÙ¢¥ç‚ÙÑ) 

Frequent characteristic of Rudra is fierce and destructive. On the other hand, he is wise and bountiful. 

In Rigveda he is said to be great physician. Vedic fold throws light on his dual nature as a destroyer as 

well as a healer. Comparing Vedic gods with contemporary rural folk deities reveals the development 

of cultural patterns and belief systems in early human societies. Panchanan, a rural folk deity mainly 

popular in southern and western Bengal. The term Panchanan means one who has five head. 

Iconography of Panchanan describe as naked (Sky Clade), red complexion with braided hair. Like 
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Rudra, Panchanan has fierce characteristics and worshipped for healthy progeny. He is also considered 

a great physician. Comparing the deities reflect the continuity and evolution of religious belief. 

Representing an ancient ideology adopt with time which have a historical root.  
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It reflects that intercultural exchange among the cult. Deity is same but changed it form with 

time. Deity itself shows a peculiar character the culture changes it form but never ends.   

 

Conclusion :- The study shows a folk deity assimilate with different sects. It reflects culture 

never ends rather it assimilate with contemporary cult and shows itspresence. It illustrates the 

continuity of cultural patterns from ancient Bengal through the tantric traditions to contemporary rural 

Bengal. This continuity, combined with the ability to integrate new influences, underscores the 

dynamic and enduring nature of religious belief systems in human societies. 
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  (a) Picture of Panchanan I used from https://www.facebook.com/Babathakurpujo/ 
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